G HAFTER    I                              *
INTRODUCTION   TO   THE   PRESENT   DAY
From early times, polar exploration has held an
important place in men's hearts. Their imagination has
always been stirred by accounts of expeditions to ice-
covered lands, and by news of successful encounters with
cold and snow. At all times explorers have been
acclaimed when they returned crowned with success
won in defiance of Nature at her harshest and most vio-
lent. Uncertainty as to the fate of such pioneers has
always aroused fear in the hearts of their countrymen at
home, and when courageous men succumb to hunger or
cold away in northern lands, the sorrow felt at their loss
is a national one.
It is certainly true to say that the polar explorer repre-
sents to many people the fulfilment of their own unsatis-
fied yearning for high adventure. For the young he
evokes the vision of a future full of excitement and
renown, and for the old a perhaps melancholy recog-
nition of a side of themselves which has never come to
fruition. Speaking generally, one may say that the polar
explorer has taken his place beside the popular political
leader, the famous sportsman, and the hero of the screen.
Journalists say that polar exploration is always 'good
copy5, and has been so for thirty years at least. But the
interesting thing is that discovery in the Arctic has
advanced far beyond the point which it is generally sup-
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